
 

 

 
 

 
Installation instructions 123ignition 4 and 6 cylinder 
16 curve version cw/ccw positive and negative earth 
 
IMPORTANT 
1 Please read the entire instructions before you start the installation 
We recommend new leads, 1.4-1.6 Ohm coil, distributor cap and rotor arm 
 
2  Find out in which direction the rotor rotates. Mark the output towards cylinder nr. 1 
on the cap. Remove the low-voltage cable from the distributor to the coil and remove 
the cap. Now ask someone to crank the starter and make a note: is the rotor rotating 
clockwise ( CW) or is it rotating counter-clock-wise ( CCW ) ? 
 
3 Crank the engine in its normal direction until you see that the rotor points towards 
the mark you made for cylinder nr. 1 and  verify that the static timing-marks of your 
engine align. 
Do not rotate the engine anymore! 
Turn the ignition off. 
 
4  Check the firing order of the cylinders. Use your workshop-manual or follow the 
cables from the cap to the spark plugs. You start with cylinder nr.1 and use the 
direction that you have found earlier. 
Make a note of the firing order too, e.g. 1-3-4-2 
 
5  Check which advance-curve is required for your engine. Use your workshop-
manual, check the model-number of the existing distributor ( although sometimes a 
wrong one is mounted by an earlier owner of the car. Also compare the curve-listings 
for the various models in this manual. The curve-listings are without the static  
advance timing as described in your workshop-manual. 
 
If after  reading the instructions you are unsure of the procedure to be followed, 
please ask someone who knows. 
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6  With the engine still in the static timing-position for cylinder nr.1 remove the old 
distributor. 
                                                                                                                                                                                               

7  Open the black cap at the side of the 123ignition. Rotate the micro-switch to select 
the proper advance-curve using a small screwdriver. Close the black cap. 
 
8  Mount the unit carefully and ensure that the dog-drive mates correctly. Find a 
position so that the vacuum-unit ( if you use one ) and the cables come out 
conveniently. 
Fasten it in such a way that you can still rotate the new distributor 
 
9  Follow the appropriate wiring-diagram on last page of the manual, but leave the 
black wire unconnected for now. 
 
10  Turn the ignition on. A timing LED shines through one of the holes in the 
aluminium disc. 
Rotate the body until the LED is ‘off ‘. Now slowly rotate the body OPPOSITE to the 
direction that you have found under point 2, until the green LED just lights up. While 
turning the body, also press the rotor in the same direction to remove any free play in 
the driving-gear. 
Now tighten the 123ignition securely.  
 
11  Connect the black wire to the coil. connect the sparkplug leads in the proper 
sequence to the new cap ( see point 4 ), starting with cylinder nr.1, to which the new 
rotor is pointing. 
Also connect the high voltage lead from the coil to the centre position of the cap. 
Attach the cap to the 123ignition. Keep  low-voltage wiring well away from the high-
voltage cables and from moving parts. Do not connect the vacuum-tube yet. ( if you 
use one ) 
 
12  You can now start your engine. Use a stroboscope ( Timing-light ) to adjust the 
maximum advance for your engine. If that is correct, you can attach the vacuum-tube 
. 
 
Enjoy your 123ignition 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

 

Operating voltage                            4.0-15.0 Volt 

Operating current                             < 100mA 

Range                                               500-7000 rpm crankshaft 

Direction                                           Clockwise and counterclockwise 

No. of cylinders                                4 and 6 

Temperature                                     -30 to 95 degrees Celsius 

Coil                                                   Stock- or high energy-coil 1.4-1.6 Ohm 

Dwell                                                constant current, fully automatic 

Time-out                                            after1 second current is switched off 

Vacuum-sensor                                 0 to 100 kPascal 

Timing error                                      <0.5 degree crankshaft 

 

CURVE LIST  

              Advance starts           Max.advance            Vac.adv.starts     Vac.adv.ends     Remark 

Curve    (degr.crankshaft)  ( rpm.degr.crankshaft)        (mmHg)        (mmHg/degr.) 

0                   1000                          4200/17.0                  100                   300/10.0     2000/5.0 

1                   1000                          3600/17.0                  100                   300/10.0     2000/6.5 

2                   1000                          3000/17.0                  100                   300/10.0     2000/8.4 

3                   1000                          2500/17.0                  100                   300/10.0     2000/11.0 

4                   1000                          4500/20.0                  100                   300/10.0     2000/6.0 

5                   1000                          4500/20.0                  100                   300/10.0     2000/8.0 

6                   1000                          4500/20.0                  100                   300/10.0     2000/10.0 

7                   1000                          4500/20.0                  100                   300/10.0     2000/12.0 

8                   1000                          4500/23.0                  100                   300/10.0     2000/6.5 

9                   1000                          4500/23.0                  100                   300/12.0     2000/9.0 

A                  1000                          4500/23.0                  100                   300/12.0     2000/11.0 

B                  1000                          4500/23.0                  100                   300/12.0     2000/13.0 

C                  1000                          4500/26.0                  100                   300/14.0     2000/7.5 

D                  1000                          4500/26.0                  100                   300/14.0     2000/10.0 

E                  1000                          4500/26.0                  100                   300/14.0     2000/12.0 

F                  1000                          4500/26.0                  100                   300/14.0     2000/14.0                                                                 

 

Selected in your distributor is curve: 

 

Set engine on ......... degrees BTDC static timing. 

 

Check with timinglight  ......... degrees at ............. revs. 
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21  02-2010      BY NEGATIVE EARTH DISTRIBUTORS IT IS POSSIBLE  THERE IS NO BLUE CABLE 


